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HUMANS ARE MADE IN THE IMAGE 
OF GOD; APES ARE NOT. 


» In the same way an ape cannot understand human morality, science, or wisdom, 
the theologian cannot fully understand God's ways. 


» Isaiah 55:8-9 

- “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, 

» Nor are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord. 
» “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

» So are My ways higher than your ways 

» And My thoughts than your thoughts. 

* 1 Corinthians 2:11 


» For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man 
which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God. fi 
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ee 
ey The word image is not physical appearance. 


Church father and John Walton, an Old Testament professor, 
argue for the Hebrew word "image" not being a literal 
interpretation of physical appearance. 

Biblical Foundation 


* Genesis 1:26-27 (ESV): Then God said, Let us make man in 
our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 
the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth. So God created man in his own 
image; in the image of God he created him; male and female 
he created them. 


* Genesis 5:1-2: This is the book of the generations of Adam. 
When God created man, he made him in the likeness of God. 
Male and female, he created them, and he blessed them and 
named them Man when they were created. 


* Genesis 9:6: Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall 
his blood be shed, for God made man in his own image. 


* Image (tselem): refers to a representation or resemblance. In the context of Genesis, it implies that humans are a 
reflection of God’s attributes. 


* Likeness (demuth): Indicates similarity or analogy. It suggests that humans share certain qualities with God, 
though not in a physical sense. Qualities such as charity, love for our enemies as in peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 


Theological Perspectives 


* Karl Barth emphasized relational aspects of the image of God, focusing on humans ability to form complex 
relationships even with enemies and contraries. 


* Emil Brunner saw the image of God as the capacity for personal relationships and moral responsibility. 


* Severian of Gabala argued that being in the image of God is about intimacy with God, akin to a child’s relationship 
with a parent. 


* John Walton suggested that image in Hebrew does not refer to physical appearance but to a functional 
representation of God’s authority on earth. 
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* Human Uniqueness: Humans are made in the image of God, which includes moral, intellectual, and spiritual capacities 
that apes do not possess. 


* Moral and Intellectual Capacities: Unlike apes, humans can understand complex moral concepts, engage in scientific 
inquiry, and seek wisdom. 


* Theological Implications: Just as apes cannot fully grasp human concepts, theologians acknowledge that humans cannot 
fully comprehend God’s ways. 
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The End 


